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Maiden State of the Province Address 

6th Term  Administration 

Delivery by Premier Lubabalo Oscar Mabuyane, 

in Bhisho, On 28 June 2019

Somlomo, kunye nawe Sekela Somlomo
Judge President of the Eastern Cape and Members of the Judiciary
Ministers and Deputy Ministers present among us
Members of the Executive Council
Members of National Parliament and delegates to the NCOP
Veterans of our struggle for national liberation and their families
Iinkokheli zombutho olawulayo kunye namahlakani awo
Leadership of Political Parties
Members of the Provincial Legislature 
IiKumkani, USihlalo Wendlu Yeenkosi, kunye neeNkosi zonke
Executive Mayors, Mayors, Speakers, Chief Whips and Councillors
Leaders of Chapter 9 Institutions
USihlalo we Moral Regeneration Movement
Vice Chancellors of our Tertiary Institutions
Members of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps
Provincial Commissioner of SAPS
Senior SAPS Officers and Heads of Security Services
Deputy Chairperson of the EC Planning Commission and Commissioners
Leaders of the Religious Fraternity, Business, and Civil Society

DG and Senior Government Officials 

Heads of State Owned Enterprises

Comrades, Ladies and Gentlemen
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Kuzo zonke iindawo enikuzo, kuquka nabo bathe nqwadalala 
emaholweni bemamele le ntetho, Molweni mawethu! Goeie dag 
aan u almal! Kgomo tseo le manamane a tsona! 

Honourable Speaker, let me record my sincere gratitude and 
appreciation for the honour that this assembly of our people has 
bestowed on me to address it today. In the same vein, allow me to 
congratulate all the honourable members of this august house for 
their election as members and presiding officers of this sixth term 
of administration. 

From a dark past to a brighter future 

Jamaican black nationalist leader Marcus Garvey once wrote that 
“a people without the knowledge of their history, origin and 
culture is like a tree without roots.” I share similar sentiments 
with Garvey. 

Twenty-five years ago, we held our first democratic elections and 
paved the way to realise the dream of a united, non-racial, non-
sexist, democratic and prosperous South Africa.  

Many would like us to believe that our democratic breakthrough 
was a miracle, when it in fact it was the result of a struggle that 
was pursued relentlessly across 3 generations. Amongst these 
generations of revolutionaries, was the courageous youth of 1976. 

I am mentioning this brief history to remind all of us that 43 years 
ago in this month of June, a generation of young people stood up 
and said No. Their No meant No, and they altered the course of 
history in our country. 
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This is a generation that not only discovered its mission, but fulfilled 
it. A generation that understood as explained by Chief Albert 
Luthuli that: “it is inevitable that in working for Freedom some 
individuals and some families must take the lead and suffer…
that the Road to Freedom is via the CROSS.”

We salute the selfless acts of the 1976 generation because today, 
we once again stand here in these chambers that were part of our 
painful past, to lay another brick towards Building the Eastern 
Cape We want. 

We will not re-invent the wheel, but we will build on the foundation 
that has been laid by the five administrations that came before us 
since the dawn of democracy. 

At this moment let me acknowledge the role that has been played 
by various leaders who were given the responsibility of leading the 
Provincial Executive as Premiers of our province. 

We salute uNdobe, the late Raymond Mhlaba, we salute uFaku, the 
late Makhenkesi Stofile, we salute uMamntlane uMama uNosimo 
Balindlela, we salute uZulu, uMnumzana Mbulelo Sogoni, we salute 
uMambhele Hon. Noxolo Kiviet and we salute uGcwanini Hon. 
Phumulo Masualle, for their contributions in shaping the Eastern 
Cape we live in today. 



4

Let me also take this moment to give recognition to a civil servant 
who has served all these Premiers with dedication, diligence and 
humility that should inspire all of us. Mama Sindiswa Doris Hamana, 
we are forever indebted to you for selflessly giving 32 years of your 
life to bettering our Province. Siyabulela Mama. 

History reflects that the first SOPA was delivered by the first 
Premier of the Eastern Cape, the late Raymond Mhlaba in this 
house 25 years ago. On the 12 of February next year, Oom Ray 
would be turning 100 years had he still been alive. His daughter 
Ms Nomawethu Mhlaba is amongst us today. We will work with the 
Mhlaba family and the Raymond and Dideka Mhlaba Foundation to 
mark the centenary of Oom Ray next year with year long activities 
to honour his leadership, sacrifice and legacy.   

Getting things done to Build the Eastern Cape We Want   

Madam Speaker, in their wisdom, on the 8th of May, our people 
stood in long queues and decided to renew the mandate of the 
African National Congress to govern this Province for the sixth time.

Today, they want to hear how we are going to keep our end of the 
bargain.  We are here today to outline our Programme of Action for 
the next five years. This Programme of Action is derived from the 
electoral mandate from our people and the Provincial Development 
Plan - our Vision 2030 blue print.  
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Before I lay down our plan for the next 5 years, let me share with 
you the ground rules that will characterise the Sixth Administration 
as we pursue the agenda of Building the Eastern Cape We want. 

We have stated categorically clear to the executive, mayors and 
government officials that we have only 3 ground rules to adhere to. 
We must talk less, we must do more and we must open lines of 
communication with our people. In short, we will get things done.   

Fellow citizens, our 5-year plan directs us to pursue 7 priorities to 
build the Eastern Cape we want and these are: 

•	 Economic	transformation	and	job	creation

•	 Education,	skills	and	health

•	 Consolidating	the	social	wage	through	reliable	and	quality	
basic	services

•	 Spatial	integration,	human	settlements	and	local	government	
and	

•	 Social	cohesion	and	safe	communities

•	 A	better	Africa	and	a	better	world

•	 A	capable,	ethical	and	developmental	state 

Economic Transformation and job creation 

As I stand here today, there are men and women of working age 
who are looking for work in our province. 
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As we speak, some are standing in street corners in various parts 
of our province, others are in internet cafés trying to email their 
CVs with the hope that a positive reply will come their way. And 
yet many more face an uncertain future as their employers scale 
down operations.   These fellow citizens have families to look after, 
and some have children who need food, clothes, shelter and an 
education. Our plan seeks to contribute towards changing their 
fortunes. It seeks to assure them that the challenges of today do 
not define the prospects of a brighter future. The first critical item on 
the agenda of the Sixth Administration is to stimulate our economy 
to create jobs. 

Accordingly, from now onwards, we will focus our investments on 6 
key areas which we know will give us the desired outcomes, these 
are manufacturing, agricultural production and processing, oceans 
economy; skills development and youth employment, SMME 
support, Tourism, the Creative Arts; township and rural economic 
development

Manufacturing		

Honourable Members, the economy that must create jobs for our 
people remains largely driven by the manufacturing sector and the 
auto industry in particular. The automotive sector remains loyal to 
our province and continues to contribute significantly to our job 
creation efforts. Even during the harshest global economic times, 
the sector continues to find creative ways of keeping our people 
employed. We want to commend VWSA, Mercedes Benz, BAIC 
and ISUZU for their recent investments in our province. 
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We will continue to work with the sector to achieve inclusiveness 
that opens opportunities for Black suppliers throughout the value 
chain; from the provision of raw materials to the dealer network. 

We will also work with the sector to implement skills development 
programmes to equip our workforce with adequate skills to deal 
with the challenges and opportunities that are presented by new 
technology and robotics. The award winning industrialist and 
founder of Jendamark, Quinton Uren has shown all of us the 
innovation and great possibilities of the Eastern Cape in this sector.

Over the past few years, we have taken a decision to diversify our 
economy and build on the sustainability lessons learnt from our 
reliance in the auto sector. Our two world class Special Economic 
Zones, the Coega SEZ and the East London SEZ, which are the 
embodiment of how to get things done, will lead the way by unlocking 
multibillion rand investments to create jobs for our people. We are 
finalizing the application for designation of the Wild Coast SEZ 
which will be the agro-processing hub of our province. 

Furthermore, we are upgrading the infrastructure of Industrial Parks, 
at Komani, Vulindlela, Fort Jackson, Somerset East, Butterworth 
and Dimbaza, to create jobs in these small towns that were once 
vibrant economic hubs. Security upgrades in some of these parks 
have been completed, we will now invest more resources to 
revitalise bulk infrastructure. 
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Working together with our municipalities we will ensure that 
investors are attracted to these parks to create jobs for our people. 

Madam Speaker, we are taking a stand to end silo mentality in our 
province, particularly on the aspect of investments. It is detrimental 
to the bigger cause of building the Eastern Cape we want. We are 
henceforth going to establish a Provincial Investment Council to 
drive investment across the province. I will also in a month’s time 
be announcing the appointment of an investment envoy to help 
coordinate our investment drive initiatives. 

Earlier this year,  the MEC for Finance announced an investment 
of R1 billion from the provincial fiscus to stimulate our economy. 

We have approved 16 projects to benefit from the R336.9 million 
that has been allocated for this financial year. These projects too 
will create new sustainable jobs for the people of our province. 

Agricultural	production	and	processing	

In our interactions with the people of our province, both young 
and old, they express their desire to work the land. They tell me 
their frustrations of not getting enough support to do that. This is 
unacceptable, particularly when we all agree that agriculture is a 
gateway out of poverty and unemployment. 

We must stop sleeping at the wheel and implementation must 
now replace talking. Our focus this term will be on stimulating the 
commercialization of livestock. 
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Here we are talking about improving the quality of our livestock 
across the targeted corridors.  The aim is to enhance job creation 
in the value chain of meat production, milk production, wool 
production and processing as well as leather production.  We will 
improve support for feedlots, dipping tanks etc.

This Madam Speaker, means that we must get closer to small scale 
farmers and graduate them to commercialisation. On top of our to 
do list with the MEC for Rural Development and Agrarian Reform, 
working with Minister Thoko Didiza, is to ensure that government 
farmland and other support is given to emerging Black farmers. 
We will set up district mechanization centres to help with the 
management and maintenance of tractors. We know that most of 
these tractors are a bone of contention in some of our communities 
and are not doing what they are supposed to do which is to plough 
the fields. 

We will heighten the introduction of more Black emerging farmers in 
the processing of commodities, such as horticulture, deciduous fruit. 
We will also consolidate the already existing efforts and research on 
the development of Cannabis value chains in a manner that ensures 
inclusion. We cannot be missing in action when our province is 
endowed with a crop that can be ploughed and processed to make 
medicinal products and create jobs for our people.   As the 6th term 
Administration of the Democratic Government, we want to ensure 
that the production of Cannabis is characterized by deepened 
social facilitation with our traditional leaders, communities, current 
producers and business people.  
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The work that had been done over the past few years at Magwa 
and Majola Tea Estates, needs to be re-energized, with a particular 
focus on the refurbishment of the tea factories to consolidate the 
production value chain, as well as mobilization of private sector 
investment. We will also explore the introduction of other high value 
crops such as avocados, cannabis and other commodities, together 
with localised processing facilities for these new commodities. Our 
objective is to develop this valley into a buzzing agri and eco-tourism 
enclave, to build upon the unparalleled falls and spectacular gorges 
in Magwa. 

Our District Municipalities spearheaded an innovative benchmark in 
scientific methods of no-tiling through the South Africa and Argentine 
Co-operation agreements. When President Ramaphosa launched 
the first 1000 hectares of the pilot, we made a commitment that 
we will grow through leaps and bounds and today we are happy 
that the Rural Agro-Industrial Initiative (RAFI) has been approved 
as part of the 16 Projects of the Provincial Stimulus Package and 
we therefore make a commitment that the 50,000 hectares of land 
identified in the participating Districts will be planted within the next 
5 years.

With these programmes we aim to grow the contribution of the 
agricultural sector in the regional GDP, but more importantly we 
want to create massive jobs.  
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Honourable Members, our country is confronted with the 
fundamental question of accelerating the land reform program 
through redistribution and expropriation without compensation. 

In her song titled Not Yet Uhuru, Letta Mbulu reminds us that: 
“Umhlaba wakithi, usemi ndawonye akukho mehluko kweli 
lizwe, masiqhawule amakhamandela kuba uninzi lwabantu 
bakuthi luhlala emikhukhwini”. 

We must secure every square inch of our land, particularly 
in rural areas, peri urban and farm settlements for economic 
development and human settlements. Siyeza bantwana beeNkosi 
ukuqinisekisa ukuba isidima sabantu bakokwethu se lungelo 
lomhlaba siyazinziswa. 

Oceans	economy

Fellow citizens, linked to growing the agricultural sector is the need 
to demystify the oceans economy concept. In September, we will 
launch the Oceans Economy Master Plan, which will outline the 
direction we want to take on the Oceans Economy. We can safely 
commit that we want to serve the ordinary fisherman. All they need 
are fishing licences, fishing equipment and a market to sell their 
catch. We will improve the working conditions of local fishermen 
in our coastal towns and graduate them from subsistence fishing 
to commercial fishing. Our support package for them will include 
provision of small fishing boats and facilitating reforms in the 
process of acquiring fishing licences. 
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We will continue our journey with SAMSA and work closely with 
them towards positioning the Eastern Cape as a Strategic Centre 
of off-shore supplies, and off-shore bunkering. 

As we reflect on the changes in the recognfiguration of Government, 
we will be directing the Public Works and Infrastructure on the 
development of small harbours in Port St Johns, Cape St. Francis 
and Port Alfred to create jobs in these coastal hubs during this 
term. This strategic policy shift brings with itself new thinking about 
how we position Coffee Bay, Mdumbi, Gonubie, Hamburg, and 
Port Grosvenor as new centres of Tourism and Oceans Economy 
Growth Points. Ukusuka eMtamvuna ukuya eTsitsikamma 
funeka kubekho umahluko kuba naphaya kwezandawo kukho 
abantu abaludingayo uphuhliso. 

Skills	Development	and	Youth	Employment
Honourable Members, the Provincial Development Plan directs 
us to reduce unemployment by half in 2030. When we talk 
unemployment, we think young people, as statistics indicate 
that they are the most affected group. We are therefore going to 
prioritize the establishment of a Jobs stimulus package with a youth 
employment emphasis. 

The state itself has been directed to ensure that all vacant funded 
posts, across all departments are filled without delay. I have 
instructed the Director-General to ensure that departments adhere 
to the national government directive to remove the requirement 
of experience for all entry level posts which would benefit young 
graduates. 
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One of the most prominent reasons that is communicated by the 
labour market is that we have a low skills base. We are henceforth 
going to prioritise skills development among the youth with a formal 
and informal sector focus through the intensification of learnerships 
and internships programmes targeting learners in our Universities 
and TVET Colleges. 

We understand, Madam Speaker, that many of our young 
people are out-of-school and find it difficult to find employment. 
These are the young people who fall prey to social ills. We will 
initiate and mainstream the implementation of the National Youth 
Service programme in our province and provide training and skills 
development to no less than 1000 young people per District over 
the next two years. This training and skills development programme 
will empower our young people to explore various progressive 
pathways in life. 

Honourable Members, many young people I come across have an 
appetite to become successful business people. They just need 
a nudge to realise their dreams. We have initiated the Isiqalo 
Youth Fund and allocated R150 million over the MTEF to promote 
youth entrepreneurship in the Province. This fund will assist young 
people in productive sectors such as manufacturing, ICT, Tourism, 
Maritime, Agro-Industry, sustainable energy, and the Creative Arts.  
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Affirming	SMMEs	for	economic	growth	and	job	creation	 

Honourable Speaker, a vibrant SMME sector is critical to our 
ambitions of reducing unemployment to 18 per cent by 2030. 

Our first task is to remove policy bottle necks and to this end, 
we will be developing a localised policy provision on preferential 
procurement focusing on women, youth and persons with disability. 
This policy will make it easy for us to enter into off-take agreements 
with local SMMEs and cooperatives of young people and women 
in particular. We have also instructed our Development Finance 
Institutions to implement reforms in their application processes as 
they are frustrating SMMEs. 

As this sixth Administration we are not going to tolerate any delays 
in the payment of SMMEs within 30 days. Here I am referring 
to payment of SMMEs who have completed the work they were 
tasked to do. Shoddy workmanship does not fall in this category. 
We must see value for money for every invoice we pay and I urge 
civil servants who are responsible for payment of invoices to do 
due diligence before paying for services rendered. If people pay 
invoices for shoddy work, we will be forced to recoup government 
money from them.  We cannot pay for the construction of RDP 
Houses today, and then come back 3 months down the line to pay 
another contractor to fix problems in the same RDP Houses. 
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Tourism	and	the	Creative	arts.

Fellow citizens, our province is endowed with beautiful scenery and 
a rich liberation struggle and cultural heritage.

 Accordingly, we will heighten the marketing of our tourism products 
to domestic and international tourists selling on the main our 
adventure; the liberation and cultural heritage. I want to urge the 
people of our province to take a shot-left in this adventure province, 
and not miss out. As we speak Makhanda is a hive of activity as a 
large contingent of arts enthusiasts from al over the world are in the 
city to witness the legendary Makhanda Arts Festival. 

Township	and	Rural	Economic	Development	

Honourable Speaker, sixty per cent of our population reside in the 
rural areas of our province.  They want the same services that are 
enjoyed by their counterparts who live in urban areas. They, too, want 
shopping malls, postal services, libraries and banking institutions 
at their door step. We are going to intensify the implementation of 
the small town revitalisation project in Port St Johns, Nyandeni, 
Inqquza Hill, Ndlambe Municipality, Umzimvubu, Raymond 
Mhlaba, Sunday’s River Valley, Elundini, and Dr Beyers Naude 
to attract investors to our small towns. We will soon share with 
the people of our province a dedicated plan to promote economic 
activity in our townships and rural areas. Part of this plan will 
include a collaborative effort with our municipalities, to register all 
businesses that are operating in the province and in local areas, 
including those owned by foreign nationals. 
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Infrastructure Development for economic growth  

Fellow citizens, the reason we live in an underdeveloped province 
today with high levels of poverty, unemployment and inequality is 
not by accident. 

It was the deliberate act of the apartheid regime not to invest in 
the economic infrastructure of our province, to make us the labour 
basket of the country.  

Sadly their strategy succeeded, thus generations after generations 
of our citizens took the long trips to find work in Gauteng and 
the Western Cape. Our Provincial Development Plan directs 
us to prioritise three growth regions for economic infrastructure 
development during this term. These include the Nelson Mandela 
Bay Corridor, the N2-N6 Central Corridor, as well as the Wild Coast 
Corridor, which is now going to be anchored by the Wild Coast SEZ

Project Mthombo, oil and gas exploration, fracking, manganese 
smelter, the removal of the eyesore tank farm from the PE port to 
Ngqura port and the construction of a waterfront to boost tourism 
are our key infrastructure priorities in Nelson Mandela Bay.  

The construction of Government precincts has inspired us to re-
imagine public investment-driven new economic hubs based on the 
concept of mixed use development thinking. Bhisho Office precinct 
must inspire new life for residential and retail developments.
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The same will be seen in Mt Ayliff and Aliwal North as new 
government precincts. 

The face of the Wild Coast region will change for the better with the 
construction of the N2 Wild Coast highway, the Wild Coast meander; 
the Wild Coast SEZ; Mzimvubu Multipurpose Development; 
Mthatha airport complex; as well as Vulindlela heights industrial 
park upgrade. We will also pursue the re-opening of the coal mine 
in Emalahleni as well as the biofuels in the Karoo.

Honourable Speaker, the inventible is unavoidable, the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution is moving at a fast pace and we must catch 
up. I am proud to announce that two of the members of the 
Presidential Commission on the 4th Industrial Revolution are based 
at our Universities. Dr Jaca from WSU and Prof Adendorff from 
NMU.  We see ICT as an emerging growth sector thus we are going 
to implement and improve enabling infrastructure. We want to be 
an enterprising and connected province, and to realise this goal, 
we will focus on the roll-out out of the broadband project, and we 
will build a provincial data centre to leverage on the undersea fibre 
cable landing in the East London SEZ. Through these projects, we 
will be able to fully exploit the opportunities for better information 
management of government data and employment opportunities. 
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When President Ramaphosa challenged South Africa to design 
and develop a Smart City, I wanted to tell him that I already have 
options for a Coastal Smart City. When the undersea cable hits our 
shores, the world is going to be our oyster.  

Some of these projects have been in the pipeline for the past 15 
years, and yet they have not seen the light of day. 

This time around we will ensure that these projects do not fall in 
the cracks. We will set up a Premier’s Infrastructure Coordinating 
Council, which will include District and Executive Mayors, to drive 
infrastructure development across all sectors of our economy. We 
will establish the Khawuleza Project Management Office in the 
Office of the Premier  to package and drive all priority infrastructure 
projects in our province in partnership with the newly reconfigured 
Department of Public Works.

The Provincial Planning, policy implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation unit will be restructured for effective implementation of 
the PDP and electoral mandate with ECSECC playing a key role to 
ensure that our vision is realised.  

The full realization of these projects will create jobs for our people 
and have multiple opportunities for entrepreneurs. 

Education, Skills and Health

Fellow citizens, I am concerned about the implications of living in 
a highly competitive world. The new technologies, use of robotics, 
faster and better ways of communication come to mind. 
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We will invest resources in education to equip our children with 
skills that would make them highly competitive in the labour market. 
We will consolidate the work we are doing for ECDs by ensuring 
that every child gets an education opportunity at early stages of his 
or her life.

We are therefore going to intensify the roll out of E-learning, 
through the use of WIFI connection in schools to increase learner 
and teacher interaction. A child in Lusikisiki and other previously 
disadvantaged communities will know what a tablet is and how to 
use it. 

An integral part of our plan includes fixing the environment where 
teaching and learning takes place. Our hearts bleed when school 
children in our rural areas risk their lives to cross rivers, while some 
walk long distances to access the basic human right of education. 
We will not address these challenges all at once, but I can commit 
that we will move with speed to reach out to as many schools as 
possible prioritising the most dire situations. Inside the school 
premises we will work with teachers, learners and parents to restore 
discipline in our schools. 

Our Constitution protects the rights of all children to receive quality 
education. We are going to look closely at the need for establishing 
three special schools in the Province for children with special needs 
such as autism, at Nelson Mandela Metro, Buffalo City Metro and 
at King Sabata Dalindyebo local municipality. 
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In our education targets for this term, we prefer quality outcomes 
than quantity, hence our focus will be on improving outcomes in 
Maths, Science, Accounting, Technology and Tourism. That said, 
going back to below the 70 per cent mark for our grade 12 results 
is not an option.   

Higher Education also needs decisive interventions. In partnership 
with the Department of Higher Education and Training, we will 
engage on curriculum development of our TVETs colleges and 
issues of shortage of residences in higher education, which is 
accompanied by generally poor infrastructure. We are also going to 
ensure the optimal utilisation of the twinning programs, both at the 
level of our universities, basic education, municipalities and even 
countries with the same model of education, especially at the level 
of the TVET sector. 

Madam Speaker, Standing here today I am filled with a deep sense 
of pride that our SA-Cuba Medical Collaboration has delivered 87 
new young doctors who have completed their medical training. 
Fellow citizens, I’m talking about our own children who come from 
rural and poor communities who are now ready to be part of the 
new vision to build the Eastern Cape we all want.

More importantly, Madam Speaker, we are supporting the process 
of establishing the second Medical School as well as a Vet school 
in the Province by the end of the year in Nelson Mandela University 
and University of Fort Hare respectively, to respond to the issue of 
shortage of Doctors in the province. 
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Two months ago, the previous Minister of Health, Dr Aaron 
Motsoaledi, issued the much-awaited letter providing approval 
from the Department of Health for Nelson Mandela University to 
establish the tenth Medical School in the country

We have a special appeal to the councils, management and alumni 
of both the Walter Sisulu University and Forth Hare to return these 
institutions to normality. They are becoming famous for all the 
wrong things these days which is contrary to their history of being 
centres of knowledge and innovation. 

We are concerned that if the instability we have witnessed in the 
recent past persists, these institutions may lose accreditation for 
some of their flagship programmes, let alone the damage caused 
to their brand image. 

Health	profile	of	the	province				

Fellow citizens, the health profile of our province is improving. 
Men and women are living longer and infants are also surviving 
the critical early stages of life. Accordingly, in the sixth term we 
will advance the roll-out of the National Health Insurance in the 
Province, informed by the lessons learnt in OR Tambo and Alfred 
Nzo Districts. Some of those lessons include the many state-of-
the-art clinics that were built, such as the ones we have seen in 
Lusikisiki. 
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You feel healthy the minute you step into the door because the 
facility is clean, but I was more impressed by the comments of 
community members who hailed the professional conduct of 
employees at that clinic. That is what we expect to hear about our 
health professionals. 

We will strengthen primary health care and work towards resolving 
issues around the provincialisation process, especially as it relates 
to infrastructure and Human Resources.  

During this term we will invest resources for effective education and 
advocacy on HIV/AIDS, TB and Cancer focusing on young people 
and the elderly. These are preventable diseases which our people 
can avoid if we educate them.

We are alleviating the plight of our people in OR Tambo District 
and Alfred Nzo who had to travel 400 kilometres to Buffalo City 
for cancer screening, by establishing an oncology unit at Nelson 
Mandela Academic Hospital. 

The delivery of the health mandate in the Province has to contend 
with the serious challenge of Medico Legal claims. We are going 
to address the matter in an integrated manner with different 
stakeholders including Health, Education, Law enforcement and 
other key role players in order to reduce the risk to the fiscus.
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 However, this does not stop us from ensuring a constant supply 
of nurses into the healthcare system, together with the provision of 
technologically advanced equipment to prevent new claims during 
this term. 

Between now and March 2020, we are going to speed up the 
process of appointing 500 unemployed nurses to support our 
healthcare centres. Similarly, we are going to drive the employment 
of 300 support staff including porters, cleaners, laundry, kitchen 
and grounds staff to ensure that clinics and hospitals maintain 
health standards. 

Fellow citizens, as men we have failed our sacred custom of male 
circumcision and turned it into a health matter. We must declare that 
from now onwards we will work more than we have done before, 
to ensure that no other family buries a child who undergoes our 
sacred custom. 

As  government we commit to work closely with traditional leadership 
and ensure that the practice is closely monitored. Furthermore, 
we are going to appoint a Provincial Coordinator to coordinate 
all our programmes not only during the circumcision seasons but 
throughout the year. As I speak here now we have lost 12 young lives 
in illegal initiation schools. We condemn this reckless behaviour 
and we wish to take this opportunity to convey our message of 
condolences to families that have lost their children.
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Consolidating the social wage through reliable and quality 
basic services

Fellow citizens, Stats SA shared some insightful and disturbing 
information with me recently. Mayingandityi ndedwa ke le nto 
bandixelele yona. 

They say 35 per cent of our population depends on social grants 
for income, while only 9 per cent and 10 per cent of the people 
in Gauteng and the Western Cape depend on social grants. If 
our communities continue to frustrate development particularly 
economic infrastructure development, we will confine ourselves, 
and the next generations to a social wage state. 

What Stats SA has opened our eyes to is that we can no longer talk 
planning without research. We have already signed agreements with 
the four universities in the Province for research to be conducted in 
support of our priority areas. 

We are also going to strengthen the Eastern Cape Socio Economic 
Consultative Council (ECSECC) to function as a strategic advice, 
applied Research & Development centre and an independent 
monitoring and early warning system for decision makers. 

As a caring government we will continue to rollout a package of 
basic services such as electricity, water, sewage and sanitation to 
700 000 indigent households in our province. 
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We will also work with Eskom and the Department of Water Affairs 
to provide water and electricity in the remaining villages that are 
not yet connected to these basic essential services. We will build 
roads to connect villages to towns and towns to cities. The yellow 
fleet will be dispatched to our Districts so that it is close to where it 
is needed the most, to maintain our rural roads. 

Another sore point that we commit to bring to finality, relates to 
ex-mine workers who are yet to receive their pensions. We will 
work with mining companies, to ensure that what is due to ex-
mine workers is paid to them. We are also aware of the pension 
grievances of former Transkei civil servants. The Public Protector 
is currently seized with this matter.

 I have instructed officials in the Office of the Premier to prepare 
for our engagement with national government, as well as the 
Government Employees Pension Fund, and Government Pensions 
Administration Agency, to seek a lasting solution to this matter.

Spatial integration, human settlements and local government

Honourable Members, the apartheid spatial planning thrived on 
dividing our people along racial lines. As the sixth administration 
we will build integrated communities where there is no exclusive 
residence for Blacks and Whites.  
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We will use available parcels of state land to develop integrated 
human settlements with all the necessary amenities including 
schools, clinics and sporting facilities. We will pay special attention 
to the provision of housing to our former liberation struggle veterans. 

They cannot be destitute after they dedicated their lives to liberate 
our country. 

To get the desired outcomes from this undertaking, we will fix our 
local government sphere. We have the urgent task of building 
the capacity of our local government such that it serves as the 
spearhead of efficient service delivery. In this regard, we are going 
to improve the life and sustainability of Operation Masiphathisane 
toward a ‘Ward Based Model of Development’. 

However, our immediate task with the MEC of Cogta is to address 
both the administrative and political instability which we see as the 
root cause of challenges facing municipalities. Secondly we will 
support municipalities in planning, budgeting and integration of 
intergovernmental infrastructure project pipelines. 

We will develop a province-wide Local Government Dashboard to 
monitor and evaluate project implementation. Our municipalities 
cannot be returning money to the fiscus every financial year with all 
the infrastructure challenges we have.  
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Social cohesion and safe communities

Fellow citizens, at times during the past 25 years of our democracy, 
we let ourselves down as a people. Sadly, women and children were 
on the receiving end of some atrocious attacks. The eTholeni and 
Mzamba incidents are still etched in my mind as if they happened 
yesterday. In partnership with SAPS, we are going to train police 
officials on investigating gender-based violence, in order to increase 
the conviction rate in the Gender Based Violence cases. 

We are happy to note that two of our citizens, Professor Pumla 
Dineo Gqola and Dr Lesley Forster have been asked to serve 
on the President’s task team on Gender Based Violence.Recent 
crimes statistics indicate that we have a brewing crime crisis in 
Nelson Mandela Metro and Mthatha. 

Visible policing in rural areas will be prioritised and I will knock at 
the door of the Minister of Police to request adequate resources to 
heighten policing in Nelson Mandela Metro and Mthatha. We need 
an investigation of what is happening in Port Elizabeth and Mthatha, 
we can’t allow what’s is happening there to continue unabated. 

We will work with the Moral Regeneration Movement to restore the 
value system of Ubuntu that once defined us even during the most 
difficult apartheid era. 
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Linked to this is the need to connect with our inner selves and ask 
ourselves what went wrong. UThandiswa Mazwai ukhe wakhalima 
kwenye yengoma zakhe wathi sizilibele uba sizalwa ngobani. 
We are going to launch the Home of Legends project which will 
culminate in the establishment of a Home of Legends Museum 
and the Annual Home of Legends Awards to celebrate excellence 
and remind ourselves about the value system that our Legends 
subscribed to. The Home of Legends project will be institutionalized 
in the OTP and DSRAC. After the launch, we are going to focus on 
re-grading important historical sites in the province, working with 
the Eastern Cape Parks & Tourism Agency. 

Furthermore, we are going to continue to work for the exhumation, 
repatriation and reburial of all anti-apartheid activists. Working 
with the government of Gauteng, as per the requests of the Xuma 
family, we will start the process of repatriating the remains of the 
President-General of the ANC, Dr AB Xuma. 

Similarly, as part of building the Ingquza Hill Monument, we are 
also going to bring back from Pretoria’s Kgosi Mampuru Prison, the 
remains of five veterans of the Pondoland Revolt. 

Over the past few months, we have laid to rest 10 outstanding 
luminaries of our time. Aba ngu Zondeni Sobukwe; SP Gawe; M 
Mkhunkqwana;  Thobile Mhlahlo;   ZZ Sibeko; ; Malgid Ntlebi; 
Laura Mpahlwa; Mfengu Makalima; Gqogqoni Mncanywa; 
Joe Ngalo; Bonisile Norushe; and Winston Ntshona, Kontyo, 
Edward Plam nabanye esingabakhankanyanga. 
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May their souls rest in peace. We commit to emulate their value 
system and ethos as we discharge the mandate of the sixth term.   

Building a better Africa and a better world

Honourable Speaker, we owe the attainment of our democracy 
to the solidarity we received from our neighbouring countries 
and to the international community. We are therefore very keen 
on contributing to a better Africa and the world. To this end, we 
are looking forward to embarking on inter-African trade which has 
been made possible by the signing of a Free-Trade Agreement by 
African countries. 

We will also activate a number of twining arrangements which we 
have with countries such as the German province of Lower Saxony, 
South Korea’s Chungcheongnam do province, Indonesia’s Ria Iland 
province, Poland’s Pomerania province, Sweden, France, China, 
Canada and Cuba. With these initiatives, we want to expand our 
investment promotion initiatives. 

A Capable, Ethical and Developmental State 

One of the key enablers to implement our five-year plan successfully 
is to build the capacity of the state to deliver. This means we must 
have the right people, with the right skills and the right attitudes 
employed in the right positions. 
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We  must fix people to people relations in the public service. Secondly, 
we must re-introduce a culture of performance and consequence 
management to improve service delivery. The provision of tools of 
trade and adequate and safe office accommodation will be attended 
to in the next 9 months. 

Honourable Members, corruption has eroded our progress in the 
past 25 years and caused us serious reputational damage. It denies 
many of our people basic services such as electricity, water, housing 
and other essential services. We will tighten controls and prevent 
further malfeasance in the government system. I have asked the 
Director General to look at the modalities of introducing the lifestyle 
audit in the public sector as a measure to fight corruption. 

To respond to the strategic leadership capability of government the 
Khawuleza Project Management Office will be supported by four 
specialised project management units to support the transversal 
work of government. These are the ICT PMU which will seek to 
leverage CIOs and improve the use ICTs to improve efficiencies in 
government. 

The Rapid Response PMU at Cogta which will focus on  monitoring, 
evaluation and overall accountability for conditional grants and the 
Audit Outcomes PMU at Provincial Treasury which will pursue the 
achievement of clean audit outcomes across departments and 
municipalities. Sifuna ukugqitha kwimeko ka ayindim, andazi, 
andikhathali. 
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The recent report by the Auditor General on municipal audit 
outcomes necessitates dedicated support for our municipalities.  
The importance of getting infrastructure delivery right in our 
Province cannot be over emphasized and in appreciation of 
the recognifiguration of the State, we will establish the fourth 
Infrastructure Delivery PMU at the Department of Public Works to 
ensure that we deliver socio-economic infrastructure on-time, at 
the right quality and price.

Before I descend the stage allow me to introduce to the House 
newly appointed Premier’s Advisory Team. They are: Ms Gloria 
Serobe; Dr Vuyokazi Mahlati; Professor Derrick Swartz; Bishop 
Andile Mbete; and Mr Thulane Tshefula. These are men and women 
of our province who would provide me with wise counsel as I lead 
the work of the sixth term. 

The State of the Province Address in February will give concrete 
quantifiable targets we want to reach for all the priorities we outlined 
today. I have instructed government departments to embark on 
strategic planning for the Medium Term Strategic Framework and 
take on board all the seven priorities we have been mandated to 
implement by our people. 
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Conclusion

Honourable Speaker, and fellow citizens, what I have just shared 
with the house is the test that our people have set for the sixth 
administration to write. It is a test to become a truly united, non-
racial, non-sexist, democratic and prosperous South Africa, a 
society our forebears sacrificed for. It is a Higher Grade Test and 
we have been instructed to write this test and pass it within five 
years. 

I for one, do not want to fail this test. I know that my colleagues in 
the Executive Council do not want us to fail this test. I also know 
that there are men and women in our administration who do not 
want us to fail this test. But above all and as much as the people of 
our province have set us this tough test, they too, do not want us 
to fail this test, because our failure will have dire consequences for 
their aspirations.   

I commit one thing to the people of our province. We will pass this 
test and in 2024 we will live in a better Eastern Cape than the one 
we live in today. We will be an enterprising and connected province 
with boundless opportunities where people reach their full potential. 

I humbly invite you on behalf of the Provincial Government to join 
us in this journey of growth.

Let us build the Eastern Cape that we want.

Mazenetholeee!!!!!!  


